AN ACT CREATING THE ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY OF THE
PHILIPANES, THEREBY AMENDING EXECUTIVE ORDER 192, APFROPRIATING
FUNDS THEREFOR, AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES

Sedion 1.Short Title. - This Act shall be known as the “Environmental Protedion Agency Act

of the Phili ppines.”
Chapter |
Basic Policy

Sec 2.Dedaration d Policy. - It isthe pdicy of the State to proted and advance the right of
the people to a balanced elogy and awhoesome and hedthy environment. Toward thisend, the
State shall crede an agency mandated to adop and implement plans, programs, projeds and
adivities which shall ensure protedion d the environment against palution and aher impads

occasioned by human adivities.

Sec 3.Definition o Terms. —For purposes of this Act, the following terms sall mean:

a) Administrator —the Administrator of the Environmental Protedion Agency;

b) Agency - the Environmental Protedion Agency;

c) Commisdgon - the Environmental Adjudication Commisson;

d) Department — Department of Environment and Natural Resources;

e) Environmental Arbiter - aprofessona or a praditioner with exposure in natural resources

or environmental management appdnted by the Chairman of the Commisgonto be a
member of a Regional Panel of Environmental Arbiters;
Chapter Il
Environmental Protedion Agency

Sec 4. Establishment of Agency.

(@) Thereis hereby establi shed the Environmental Protedion Agency to be placel under the
Exeautive Branch, hereinafter referred to asthe “Agency.”

(b) Thereshal be & the head of the Agency the Administrator of the Environmental
Protedion Agency, hereinafter referred to asthe “Administrator.” The Administrator shall be
appanted by the President, by and with the alvice and consent of the Senate and House of
Representatives, and d the Commisson onAppdntments. The Administrator shall be
compensated at the rate now or heredter provided under the Salary Standardization Act or other
existing and appliceble laws.



(c) Thereshall beinthe Agency a Deputy Administrator of the Environmental Protedion
Agency who shall be gppdnted by the President, by and with the advice and consent of the
Senate and House of Representatives and d the Commisson onAppantments. The Deputy
Administrator shall be compensated at the rate now or heredter provided under the Salary
Standardization Act or other existing and appli cable laws. The Deputy Administrator shall
perform such functions as the Administrator shall from time to time assgn o delegate, and shall
ad as Administrator during the esenceor disability of the Administrator or in the event of a
vacancy in the office of the Administrator.

(d) Thereshal bein the Agency, Regional Exeautive Diredors who shall monitor and enforce
environmental laws at the alministrative regions. They shal have the necessary staff suppart.

Sec 5.Mandate. - The Agency shall be the primary arm of the government resporsible for the

conservation and protedion o the wurtry’s natural resources from pall ution and degradation.

Sec 6. Purpaoses of the Agency. - The Agency shall have the following general purposes:

(8) Toenforcethe provisions of laws enaded for the prevention a control of air, water and
land pdlution,including the proper disposal of wastes and the environmental impad assessment
(EIA) system;

(b) Toadop, revise, promulgate and prescribe pdlicies, rules and regulations, and
environmental quality standards consistent with laws enaded for the prevention and control of
palution;

(c) Toevolve anintegrated, multi-sedoral and multi-disciplinary approacd which shall
implement the foll owing:

1. Reseach and development pertaining to environmental protedion, padl ution
prevention, control and management, and an information system to suppat information
dissemination and education campaigns;

2. Monitoring and evaluation d the implementation o all | aws relating to the regulation
and control of adivities that have an impad on the maintenance of awholesome natural
environment, for the aloption a recommendation d necessary measures thereon;

3. Establishment and implementation d a wmbined system of palutionfees or charges
and aher market-based instruments, fines and penalti es linked to an operating principle that
the user or paluter shall bea resporsibility for payment, and creding the necessary incentives
to regycle andre-use resources to abate, reduce, neutrali ze, or otherwise minimize or prevent

palution;



4. Adopionand pomulgation d rules and regulations governing the procedures of the
Agency with resped to heaings, the fili ng of reports, the issuance and/or review of all permits
and aher rules and regulations for the proper implementation and enforcement of this Act,
pallution laws and the EIA System;

5. Promotion d cooperationand greaer people participation and private initiativein
environmental protedion, pdlution prevention, control and management

6. Conduwct information dssemination, educaion and training programs relating to
environmental protedion, pdlution prevention, control and management;

7. Consultationandinteradionwith and deputization d appropriate government agencies
or instrumentaliti es for the purpase of enforcing the provisions and oljedives of this Act;

(d) To exercise powers necessary or expedient for, or incidental to, the performanceof its

functions.

Sec 7.Powers and Functions.- To acamplish its mandate, the Agency shall have the
foll owing functions:
() Establish, enforce, review andrevise, when necessary, environmental standards including
ambient, emisgon and effluent standards for air and water quality, in acardancewith the
Phili ppine Clean Air Act of 1999and the Phili ppine Clean Water Act of 2004

(b) Promulgate, enforce review and revise, when necessary, rules and regulations for the
conservation d genetic resources and bologicd diversity andthe protedion d endangered
habitat, in acordancewith the National Integrated Proteded Areas System Act and the
Phili ppine Wildlife Resources Act;

(c) Promulgate, enforce, review and revise, when necessary, rules and regulations to control
palutionand degradation d natural resources due to impads of environmentally criticd padlicies
and adiviti es of government and d private industry alike, in acordance with the laws governing
the implementation d the Environmental Impad Assessnent System;

(d) Implement plans and programs for palution control and retural resources conservation
and rehabilit ationin general:

1. Accderated inventory/survey and classficaion d lands, forest, and mineral resources
using appropriate techndogy for acarate asesament of resourcequality and guantity; and

2. Preservation d cultural and retural heritage through wil dlife cmnservation and
segregation d national parks and aher proteded arecs;

(e) Conduct research onthe alverse dfeds of pallutionand on pdi ution control methods and

equipment for purposes of standards stting, rule-making, and information dssemination;



(f) Conduct assesament of inland aress, surface ad groundwater, coastal and marine aess,
and ahersin arder to determine environmental quality and for resource dassficaionand
inventory purposes,

(g) Developand maintain an information detabase and set up a monitoring system that
together will suppat effedive pal ution management and pdicy review;

(h) Providetedhnicd asdstance and aher suppat to ather government agencies andto locd
government unitsto guide and promote the enforcement of environmental |aws and standards as
well asthe formulation and implementation d pdlicies, plans and programs for pall ution control
and retural resource @nservationwithin their jurisdictions; Provided that the Agency shall take
over the locd enforcement function for alimited period d time to establi sh and implement the
appropriate acompliance program of any province, city or municipality that has been identified to
be anon-attainment areg

(i) Providetedhnicd asgstanceto industry and all other sedors for compliancewith
environmental laws and standards;

()) Oversee and pdice mmplianceof adivities for the utili zation o natural resources by
isauing and withdrawing, or cancding, or causing to cancd, such privileges or closing, or
causing the dosure of, establishmentsin case of violation, a noncompliance with conditi ons of,
permits and cleaances;

(k) Advisethe President and the Congressof the Phili ppines onthe enagdment of laws andthe
setting of national development palicies and goals, including incentive schemes and fundng
mechanisms relative to natural resources conservation and pdl ution control;

() Guide andfadlitate cnsultationwith al government and private sedor stakeholdersto
ensure the utili zation d natural resources within the framework of sustainable devel opment;

(m) Exercise other powers and functions and perform such ather ads as may be necessary,

proper or incidental to the atainment of the mandates and oljedives of the Agency;

Sec 8.0Organization. - The Agency shall consist of the Agency Proper, the staff offices, the
line bureaus, and the regional offices.

The Agency Proper shall consist of the following:
a. Officeof the Administrator;
b. Officeof the Deputy Administrator;
c. Public Affairs Office and
d. Environmental Adjudicaion Commisdgon.

Theline bureaus sal be:



(@) the Proteded Areas and Wildlife Bureau; and
(b) the Environmental Management Bureau.

The Agency shall establish and operate officesin al regions.

Sec 9.Duties and Powers of the Administrator. - The principal resporsibility for the
implementation d the mandate of the Agency shall be vested in the Administrator. As such, he
shall have the foll owing duties and povers:

() Exercise general supervisionand control over the operations of the Agency;

(b) Promulgate, exeaute and administer implementing rules and regulations, environmental
quality standards, and environmental plans, programs and [rojeds;

(c) Iswue evironmental palicies and identify measures necessary to carry out the purposes and
provisions of this Act and d relevant promulgated environmental laws;

(d) Appant qualified dficials and employees below the rank of Asdstant Administrator to
pasitions in the Agency uponwritten recommendation d the Deputy Administrator concerned in
acordance with the merit system establi shed by the Agency and the Civil Service Rules; and

(e) Perform such ather duties and pawvers of the Agency necessary or expedient for, or

incidental to, the performance of its functions.

Sec 10.Field Offices. - Regional offices sall be established in every administrative region o
the wurtry. Each regional officeof the Agency shall be headed by a Diredor, to be asdsted by an
Asdstant Diredor. Both the Diredor and the Asgstant Diredor shall be Career Exeautive Service
Officers or shall possessequivalent qualificaion, and shall have amasteral degreeor its
equivalent in either Environmental, Medhanicd or Sanitary Engineaing, Chemistry,
Environmental Scienceor Management, Natural Resources Management, or arelated field of
study.

Thefield offices of the Agency shall have the foll owing functions:

1) Implement, onthe regional level, environmental protedion and pdlution control palicies,
plans, programs, projeds and rules and regulations of the Agency in arder to achieve the
objedive of sustainable development in the wurtryside;

2) Provide or fadlit ate provision d technicd assstance and suppat for cgpaaty-buil ding of
locd government unitsin the exforcement of environmental protedion and pdl ution control laws

and the formulation and implementation o pertinent programs and adiviti es;



3) Coordinate with regional offices of other government entitiesin the enforcement of
environmental protedionand pdl ution control |aws and implementation d programs and
projeds;

4) Recommend and, uponapproval, implement projeds on environmental protedionand
pollution control;

5) Monitor and assesscompliance or non-compliance of provinces, cities or municipaliti es
within the region and recommend, a undertake review of, classficdion as either attainment or
non-attainment areg

6) Conduwct appropriate field reseach suppative of the Agency’ s pdlicies, plans, programs
and projeds,

7) Providefor the dficient andtimely delivery of the Agency’s srvicesto the people by
respondng to appeds, complaints and queries from the puldic regarding environmental protedion
and pdlution control; and

8) Perform such ather functions as may be assgned by the Administrator.

Chapter 1lI
Environmental Adjudicaion Commisson

Sec 11.Environmental Adjudication Commisson. - The Pollution Adjudicaion Board (PAB)
creaed uncer Exeautive Order No. 192shall be transferred and attached to the Agency, bu only
for program and pdicy coordination. The PAB shall be reorganized into the Environmental

Adjudication Commissonin ac@rdancewith this Chapter.

Sec 12. Jurisdiction d the Commisgon. - The Commisson, with aregional structure &
herein provided, shall have original and exclusive jurisdictionto dedde cases cognizable by PAB
under RA Nos. 8749, 696%nd 9003 Presidential DeaeeNos. 984, 1152, 158@nd aher

spedal laws on pdlution.

Sec 13.Compoasition d the Environmental Adjudication Commisson. - The Commisson
Proper shall be compaosed o fifteen (15) members of whom:
a) One (1) will be aDeputy Administrator of the Agency;
b) Four (4) will be Deputy Administrators of the Commisson;
c¢) Ten (10) will be members coming from the foll owing sedors:
(1) Three(3) from industry;

(2) Three(3) from environmental non-government organizations or peopl €'s organi zations;



(3) Two (2) from the acaleme or professonal groups involved in environmental protedion,
and
(4) Two (2) from the labor sedor.
The Chairman and the Vice Chairman of the Commisson shall be chosen by the membersina

meding duly cdled for the purpase.

Sec 14.Procedure in the Commisson. —In the exercise of their adjudicatory powers, and
other functions and duies, the Commisson Proper may sit en banc or in five divisions. Provided,
however, the Commisson Proper shall sit en banc for purpases of promulgating rules and
regulations governing the heaing and dsposition d cases before ay of itsdivisions and regional
branches and formulating pali cies aff eding its administration and operations.

Of thefive divisions, the First and SeacondDivisions shall hande caes coming from the
National Capital Region,the Third Division shall have jurisdiction over cases from other parts of
Luzon, and the Fourth and Fifth Divisions hall have jurisdiction over cases from Visayas and
Mindanao, respedively. Each dvision d the Commisson Proper shall be mmpased o three(3)
members.

The oncurrence of two (2) Commissoners of adivision shall be necessary for the
pronourcement of ajudgment or resolution. Whenever the required membership in adivisionis
not complete and the ancurrence of two (2) Commissonersto arrive & ajudgment or resolution
canna be obtained, the Chairman shall designate anumber of additional Commissoners from the
other divisions as may be necessary.

The conclusions of adivision onany case submitted to it for dedsion shall be readed in
consultation kefore the cae isasggned to amember for the writing of the opinion. A certificaion
to this effed signed by the Presiding Officer of the division shall be isauied and a @wpy thereof
attached to the record of the cae and served uponthe parties.

The Chairman of the Commisson shall be the Presiding Officer of the First Division and the
four (4) Asgstant Diredors-General shall be the Presiding Officers of the Seaond, Third, Fourth
and Fifth Divisions, respedively. In case of the a&senceor incapadty of the Chairman, the
Presiding Officer of the SeacondDivision shall be the Acting Chairman. The Chairman, aided by
the Exeautive Clerk of the Commisson, shall have alministrative supervision over the
Commisson Proper and its regional branches and all it s personnel, including the Regional and
Spedal Pand of Pollution Arbiters creaed pursuant to Sec 38 tereof. The same Exeautive Clerk

shall assst the Commisson Proper when sitting en banc.



Each o the four (4) other divisions shall also be asdsted by a Commisson Clerk in the
performance of their functions.

In any procealing before the Regional and Spedal Panel of Environmental Arbiters or
Commisson Proper, the rules of evidence prevaili ng in regular courts of law shall nat be
controlling. The Commisson shall use dl reasonable means to ascertain the fadsin eat case
spedlily and oljedively and withou regard to technicditi es of law or procedure, all in the
interest of due process In any proceeding before the Regional and Spedal Panel of
Environmental Arbiters or Commisgon Proper, the parties may be represented by legal counsel.

The dedsion, ader or judgment of the Regional and Spedal Panel of Environmental Arbiters
shall become final and exeautory fifteen (15) days after recept of said dedsion, ader or

judgment.

Sec 15.Heaquerters of the Commisgon. - The Commisgon Proper and its First, Secondand
Third Divisions dhall have their main officesin Metropditan Manil a, and the Fourth and Fifth
Divisionsin the dties of Cebuand Cagayan de Oro, respedively.

Sec 16.Regional Panel of Environmental Arbiters. - There shall be establi shed a panel of
environmental arbiters for ead administrative region d the wurtry. Each panel shall be
composed of three(3) members, at least one (1) of whom shall be amember of the Phili ppine Bar
and must have been engaged in the pradice of law in the Phili ppinesfor at least five (5) yeas;
provided, however, that all members must have & least three(3) yeas professonal experience or
exposure in thefield of natural resources or environmental management. Environmental arbiters
shall be gppadnted by the Chairman of the Commisson. Each panel of environmental arbiters
shall be suppated by a Seaetariat.

Sec 17.Powers and Functions of the Commisgon and its Divisions. - The Commisgon shall
have the foll owing powers and functions:

a) To hea and dedde caesfalling under their jurisdiction pusuant to Sec. 17 d this Act;

b) To promulgate rules of procedure governing the hearing and dsposition d cases, the
original, exclusive and/or appell ate jurisdictions of the Regional and Spedal Panel of
Environmental Arbiters and the Commisdon Proper;

¢) To administer oaths, summon the parties to a mntroversy, isale subpaenas requiring the

attendance and testimony of witnesses or the prodiction d such bods, papers, contrads, records,



statement of acourt, agreements and aher documents as may be material to ajust determination
of the matter under investigation a heaing condwcted in pusuance of thisAct ;

d) To conduct heaings on all matters within itsjurisdiction, pocee to hea and determine the
disputesin the absence of any party thereto who has been summoned o served with ndiceto
appea, conduct its proceadings or any part thereof in pubic or in private, adjourn its heaings at
any time and dace refer technicd matters or ac@urts to an expert and to accept his’her report as
evidence dter heaing of the parties upon d natice, dired partiesto bejoined in or excluded
from the proceadings, corred, amend a waive ay error, defed or irregularity, whether in
substanceor in form, give dl such diredions asit may deam necessary or expedient in the
determination d the dispute before it and dsmissthe dispute & part thereof, whereit istrivial or
where further proceadings by the Commisgon are naot necessary or desirable;

€) To purish any personfor dired or indired contempt against the Commisgon;

f) To enjoin any or al adsinvolving or arising from any case pending before it which, if nat
restrained forthwith, may cause grave or irreparable damage to any of the partiesto the cae or
serioudly affed social or econamic stahilit y;

g) Toissue orders and dedsions to compel compliancewith environmental standards and
pallution control laws and their implementing rules and regulations and any issuances or
dedsions of the Commisson;

a) Toserve s arbiter for the determination d reparations or restitution d the damages and
losses resulting from environmental pall ution;

b) To deputizein writing or request assstance of appropriate government agencies or
instrumentaliti es for the purpose of enforcing its dedsions;

c) Toissle a ex parte order direding the discontinuance of pdlution a wastes, or the
temporary suspension a cessation d operation d the eguipment, projed or adivity and aher
ads causing environmental degradation, generating such pdl utants or wastes, without the
necessty of a previous pulic heaing. Provided, that such ex parte order shall beissued orly in
case of immediate threa to life or property, puldic hedth, safety or welfare or to animal or plant
life, or excealsthe dlowable environmental standards. the ex parte order shall be immediately
exeautory and shall remain in force and effed until the same is modified or lifted by the
Commisgon. Provided, finally, that nolifting of issued ex parte Closures and Cease and Desist
Orders may beisaued if the discharge mntainstoxic and hezardous substances excealing
allowable standards until and uressit has sown proof of an upgraded and completed pdlution

control deviceor effedive palution prevention measure; and



k) Exercise such pavers and perform such ather functions as may be necessary to carry ot its

duties and resporsihiliti es under this Act.

Sec 18.Qualificaions of Members of the Commisgon. - A member of the Commisson must
be a dtizen d the Phili ppines and must possessproven competencein field related to
environmental protedion. The Environmental Arbiters shall be Members of the Phili ppine bar
and must have been engaged in the pradice of law in the Phili ppinesfor at least seven (7) yeas,
with at least three(3) yeas experience or expasure in the field of natural resources or

environmental |aw.

Sec. 19.Term and Removal of Members. - The Chairman and the other Commissoners, the
Clerks of the Commisson and Regional and Spedal Panel of Environmental Arbiters sall hold
officein good kehavior urtil they read the age of sixty-five yeas, urless @oner removed for
cause as provided by law or become incgpadtated to dscharge the duties of their office
Provided, that private seaor members of the Commisdon shall serve for three(3) yeasonly but

may also be removed in the manner provided in this dion.

Sec 20.Administrative Fines and Penalti es. - The Commisson may impose an administrative
fine of from Fifty thousand pesos (P50,000.00 to na more than One milli on pesos
(P1,000,000,000.00for eadh violation d emisson a effluent standards, and Fifty thousand
pesos (P50,000.00 for other violations. Provided, that in all cases where the violations of
emisson a effluent standards is continuing, the penalty shall be imposed for every day that the

discharge cntinues.

Sec 21.Appeds. - Any dedsion, ader or judgment of the Regional and Spedal Panel of
Environmental Arbiters and Commisgon Proper isaued in the exercise of their original or
exclusive jurisdiction may be gpeded to the Commisson Proper within fifteen (15) days after
recept of said dedsion, ader or judgment. Provided, that dedsion, ader, award o ruling of the
Commisson Proper may be brought to the Court of Appeds by certiorari within 15 days from
recept of a wpy thereof. Provided, also, that the findings of fad of the Commisgon Proper shall
be final and conclusive if based onsubstantial evidence Provided, finally, that cease and cesist
orders sl beimmediately exeautory.

1C



Sec 22. Frivolous Appeds. - To dscourage frivolous or dil atory appeds from the dedsions or
orders onthe regional levels, the Commisson may impaose reasonable penalti es, including but not

limited to fines or censures uponerring parties.

SEC. 23.Finality of Determination.- Any case of controversy before the Commisson shall be
dedded within thirty (30) days after it is submitted for resolution. Only one motion for
reconsideration shall be dlowed. Any order, dedsion, a ruling shall befinal after the lapse of
fifteen (15) days from recept of a mpy thereof.

Sec. 24. Exeadtion o Dedsions. - All dedsions or orders of the Regional Panel of
Environmental Arbiters or of the Commisson Proper, after the same have become or are final and
exeautory pursuant to Sedion 42 fereof, shall be enforced in the same manner as the dedsions of
the Regional Trial Courts are exeauted. The Commisson shall have the power to isaue to its
Sheriff or duly constituted authorities whom it may deputize, such writs of exeaution as may be
necessary for the enforcement of such dedsion a order.

The Commisson shall have the power to garnish bank depasits, seize or confiscate personal
property and/or impase alevy onred property of the violator to satisfy the fines owing to it. Such
property shall be sold at puldic auction by the Commisson Sheriff.

Any personwho shall fail or refuse to comply with such dedsion, ader or writ, after being
required to doso shall, uponapplicaion by the Commisson, ke purished by the proper court for

indired contempt.

Sec 25.Lien UponPersonal and Immovable Properties of Violators. - Fines and penalties
imposed pusuant to the provisions of this Act, uponapplication by the Commisdgon kefore the
proper Regional Trial Court, shall constitute asalien upon grsona andimmovable properties of
the violator. Such lien shall i n case of insolvency of the responcent, enjoy preference subsequent
to labor's wages under Article 2241and 2242 6 Repulic Act 386, dherwise known as the New
Civil Code.

Chapter 1V
Transitory Provisions
Sec 26.Transfersto the Agency -
I. There ae hereby transferred to the Agency:
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a. The powers, functions, duies and resporsihiliti es of the Environmental Management
Bureau of the Department of Environment and Natural Resources aswell asall its functions and
powersunder Sedion 16 ¢ Exeautive Order 192

b. The Proteded Aress and Wildlife Bureau of the Department of Environment and Natural
Resources aswell asall itsfunctions and pavers under Sedion 18 ¢ Exeautive Order 192

c. ThePollution Adjudication Board o the Department of Environment and Natural
Resources aswell asall itsfunctions and pavers under Sedion 19 ¢ Exeautive Order 192,

d. The wntrol and administration d the National Integrated Proteded AreaSystem under
Repulic Act 7586 dgherwise known as the NIPAS Act of 1992

e. The powers and functions of the DENR under Sedions 5, 14, 16, 17, 1&nd 21 ¢
Repulic Act 7586

f.  Thepowers, functions and duies of the National Water and Air Pollution Control
Commisson undr Repubic Act 3931except such pavers and functions as provided for under
Sedion G paragraphs 6 and 7,and Sedion 7 aragraph brelating to the power to hdd pubic
heaingsin relationto denying, revoking, or modifying a permit;

g. The powers, functions and resporsibiliti es of the DENR under Repulic Act 6969
otherwise known as An Act To Control Toxic Substances and Hazardous and Nuclea Wastes
Providing Penalti es For Violations Thereof, and for other purposes,

h. The powersand duies of the Inter-Agency Technicd Advisory Courcil aswell asits
functions as provided for under Sedion 7 d Repulic Act 6969

i. All powers, functions, duties and responsibiliti es of the Department of Agriculture and o
the Department of Environment and Natural Resources in relation to conservation, geservation,
anti-pallutionand aher functions appurtenant thereto under Repullic Act 8550 dherwise known
as the Phili ppine Fisheries Code;

j.  Thefunctions, powvers, duies and resporsibiliti es of the Department as well asthe
functions, powers, duies and responrsihiliti es of Locd Government Units under Repubdic Act
8749 dherwise known asthe Clean Air Act except:

a.  Such pawers, functions, duties and resporsibiliti es relating to the issuance of permits
as provided under Sedion 16 and

b. Such functions, powers, duties and resporsibiliti es under Sedion 22relating to the
issuance of a Certificae of Conformity (CoC)

k. The powers, functions, duties, resporsibiliti es and role of the Department of Environment

and Natural Resources under Repullic Act No. 9003including the isauance of the
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Environmental Compliance Certificae (ECC) asrequired under Sedion 38 d Repubic Act No.
9003

I.  Thepowers, functions, duies and resporsibiliti es of the National Solid Waste
Management Commisson as establi shed under Republic Act No. 9003

m. Thefunctions, duies and resporsihiliti es of the National Ecology Center as establi shed
under Sedion 7 d Repulic Act No. 9003

n. The powers, functions, duties and responsibiliti es of the Department under Repulic Act
No. 9072except the isauance of permits as provided for under Sedion 5 aragraphc;

0. The powers and functions of the Department under Repuldic Act 9147relating to the
conservation and protedion d wil dlife spedes and their habitats;

p. Such ather powers, functions, duties and resporsibiliti es of various government
departments and agencies tasked under existing laws relating to pdl ution abatement.

II. There ae hereby transferred to the Administrator:

g. The powersand functions aswell asthe alvisory and recommending powers and
appanting powers of the Seaetary of the Department under Sedions6, 7, 10and 11 ¢ Repuldic
Act 7586 a@gherwise known as the NIPAS Act of 1992

r. Functions of the Ministry of Human Settlements as provided for under Sedion 4 d
Presidential Deaee1586

s. The powers and functions of the Department Seaetary as provided for under Sedion 10 d
RepuHic Act 6969

t. Functions of the Department Seaetary with resped to being the head of a Governing
Board under Sedion 9 d Republic Act No. 8749

u. Thepowers, functions, duies and resporsibiliti es of the Department Seaetary under
RepuHic Act 9003 dherwise known as the Ecologicd Solid Waste Management Act;

v. Such ather powers, functions, duties and resporsibiliti es of heads of various government
departments and agencies which are related to the éatement of palution.

... Clean Water Act?

Sec. 27.Performance of transferred functions. - The Administrator may from timeto time
make such provisions as he shall deen appropriate authorizing the performance of any of the
functions transferred to him by the provisions of this Act by any other officer, or by any

organizational entity or employee of the Agency.

Sec. 28.Incidental transfers. -
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(@) So much of the personrel, property, records, and urexpended balances of appropriations,
alocations, and aher funds employed, used, held avail able, or to be made availablein
conredionwith the functions transferred to the Administrator or the Agency by this
reorganization and/or its credion as the Seaetary of the Department of Budget and Management
shall determine shall be transferred to the Agency at such time or times as the Seaetary shall
dired.

(b) Such further measures and dspaositi ons as the Searetary of the Department of Budget and
Management shall deam to be necessary in order to eff eduate the transfers shall be caried ou in

such manner as he shall dired and by such agencies as he shall designate.

Sec 29. Interim officers.-

(@) The President may authorize any personwho,immediately prior to the dfedive date of
this Act, isimmediately known as a staunch advocae of the preservation, gotedion, and
conservation d the environment to ad as Administrator urtil the office of Administrator isfor
thefirst time fill ed pursuant to the provisions of thisreorganization dan or by interim
appantment, as the cae may be.

(b) The President may similarly authorize any such personto ad as Deputy Administrator,
authorize ay such personto ad as Regional Exeautive Diredor, and authorize any such person
to ad asthe head o any principal constituent organizational entity of the Administration.

(c) The President may authorize any personwho servesin an ading cgpadty under the
foregoing provisions of this sdion to recave the cmmpensation attached to the officein resped
of which he so serves. Such compensation, if unauthorized, shall beinlieu of, but not in addition
to, aher compensation from the Government of the Repulic of the Phili ppines to which such

person may be entitled.

Sec 30.Structure and Pattern. - The positions, structure, and staffing pattern of the Agency
shall be goproved and prescribed by the Administrator within sixty (60) days from the dfedivity
of thisAct andthe authorized pasitions creaed thereunder shall be fill ed with regular
appadntments by him or by the President as the case may be.

In nocase shall the new pasition structure and staffing pattern o the Agency affed the
existing position and structure and staffing patterns of the diff erent bureaus and governmental
agencies absorbed o hereby transferred to the Agency.

Chapter V

Financing Environmental Protedion
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Sec 31.Environmental Protedion Fund.- Thereis hereby creaed an Environmental
Protedion Fund (EPFund) to be administered by the Agency. To financethe said Fund,the
following shall be imposed:

(@) A national environment protedion feein an amourt equivalent to ten percent (10%) of the
total fees charged, bu nat more than One hunded pesos (P100.0Q for every businessor non
businesspermit or license issued by the government.

(b) An allocaionequivaent to ten percent (10%) of the total unclaimed bank balances
escheaed in favor of the State under Repulic Act No. 3936 as amended (Unclaimed Balances
Law).

All fees and chargesimposed pursuant to pdlutionlaws sich as Repuldic Act Nos. 8749,
6969,PD 984 shall acaue to the Fundand managed by the Agency in ac@rdancewith relevant
provisions of aforesaid statutes. Provided, that all fees and chargesimposed pursuant to PD 1586
and itsimplementing rules and regulations sall li kewise aceue to the Fundand managed by the
Agency: Provided, further, that proceeals from fines and penalti es prescribed in pdlutionlaws and
other penaltiesimpased by the Agency shall aso acaueto the Fund.

The Fundmay be augmented by grants, subsidies, and dorations from other government
sources or private grantors or dona's; provided, that grants and dorations gedficdly bestowed
for funds established in pdlution laws for purposes of particular adivities or projeds dall be
honaed.

The Fundshall be alministered for the purpose of financing adequate, suitable and appropriate
measures to promote natural resource mnservation and improve ewvironmental quality and, in

general, to achieve the purposes of this Act.

Sec 32.Appropriation. - The sum of money appropriated in the immediately precading annual
general appropriations for the Environmental Management Bureau (EMB), the Parks and Wild
Life Bureau (PAWB), and aher government instrumentaliti es that have been streamlined; and the
funds appropriated for environmental laws now under the alministrative and ogerational
jurisdiction d the EPA; and foreign grants, assstance, and dorations dhall hereby constitute the
fundng resources of the agency.

Chapter VI
Miscdlaneous Provisions

Sec 33.Relations with Private Sedor Organizations. - The Agency shall promote the

establi shment and ogeration d private sedor organizationsto become adive partnersin the

conservation d the natural resources and protedion d the environment.
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The Agency may enter into cooperative arangements with private sedor organizations to
engage in projeds designed to promote and maintain ealogicd balance, it may also provide
asdstance, financial or technicd, to such organizations for environmental projedsto be

implemented within the courtry.

Sec 34.Periodic Performance Evaluation. - The Agency is hereby required to formulate and
enforce asystem of measuring and evaluating periodicdly and oljedively the performance of the
Agency and submit the same annually to the President and to the Senate and House of

Representatives.

Sec 35.Implementing Authority of the Administrator. - The Administrator shall i ssue such
orders, rules and regulations and aher isauances as may be necessary to ensure the dfedive

implementation d the provision d this Act.

Sec 36.Separability Clause. - If for any reason, any part of or provision d thisAct isdedared
uncongtitutional or invalid, such parts not aff eded thereby shall remain in full force and effed.

Sec 37.Repeding Clause. —Repubic Act Nos. 8749, 9003, 6968nd 4850and Exeautive
Order Nos. 192and 292are hereby modified acaordingly. All Acts, Deaees, General Orders,
Letters of Instruction, Regulations and Circulars, or parts thereof inconsistent with any provisions
of this Act are hereby repeded or modified acordingly.

For purpases of the provisions of Sedion 27 lereof, Sedion 14 ¢ Republlic Act No. 8749
otherwise known as the Clean Air Act of 1999,Sedion 16 ¢ Repuldic Act No. 7586 ¢herwise
known as the National Integrated Proteded Areas System Act of 1992,Sec 46 d Repubic Act
No. 9003 o the Ecologicd Solid Waste Management Act of 2000,and Sedion ¢ R.A. No.
o theClean Water Act of 2004are hereby amended.

Sec 38.Effedivity. - This Act shall take dfed fifteen (15) days after its pulicdionin the
Official Gazette andin at least two (2) newspapers of general circulation.
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